
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

De case 

Imagine… Those cities adding as many people again in the following 20 years.  

This is what has happened in China since the early 1980’s and what is expected to happen in the 

near future. In just two generations the country is transforming itself from a largely rural society into 

a highly urbanised one.  

Cities are expanding at a furious pace, adding new districts and vastly increasing the urban density. 

Whole new cities are being created as well to accommodate the overflow from places that have 

already reached maximum capacity.  

The first urban boom created many problems such as traffic congestion, pollution, poor waste 

treatment and water management. On Beijing’s five ring roads traffic jams in the middle of the night 

are a common occurrence, for example. Policy makers at all levels are acutely aware of these 

problems, as is the growing Chinese middle class. The next urbanisation wave will therefore have to 

deliver better results and one way to achieve that is by making cities smarter.  

One such example is Xiongan, a new city being built near Beijing. What used to be just a village is 

now a city of about 1,2 that will grow to a population of about 5 million by 2035. It will take over 

Beijing’s “non-core functions” such as universities, research institutes, state-owned enterprises and 

government agencies.  

Xiongan is intended to be a green, sustainable, smart and livable city. A lot of attention is given to 

smart and green mobility. The center of the city will only be accessible for electric vehicles and the 

infrastructure is planned to accommodate autonomous driving. Public transport will play a major 

role in people’s mobility. Also smart health, e-government, smart and clean industry concepts will be 

introduced and piloted. 

The northern half of China is extremely dry. It has only about 400 cubic meters a year of renewable 

fresh water reserves per person. This makes it more water-stressed than places like Saudi Arabia. A 

modern economy needs about 1200 cubic meters per person to function. In Xiongan every effort is 

being made to retain and recycle as much water as possible, for instance by making all paved 

surfaces permeable.  

Xiongan is a flagship of new urban development. Just like the many other (green field) urban 

development plans in the rest of the country, it offers opportunities for foreign companies to 

introduce their technologies and methods for smart cities. A special mention goes to Hong Kong. The 



 
 
 
 
 

 

city recently unveiled its new Smart City Blueprint which should be of interest to Dutch companies 

and institutes active in the areas of intelligent transport systems, environmental friendly transport, 

e-health, green and intelligent buildings, waste management, educational technologies and the 

enabling technologies related to big data and IoT. As the focus on these areas is the same as in most 

of the smart city projects in mainland China, Hong Kong, with its open and fair economic 

environment can function as a staging post towards the rest of the country. 

 

 

 

 


